
Rowhouses on Wider Lots 

 

Rowhouses, or fee simple townhouses, are organized one adjacent to the next, with shared walls 

between neighbours.  Each unit has a private front door to the street, private driveway, and private 

yard. Rowhouses have no strata council and no monthly maintenance fee.  Each unit operates 

independently in terms of finances and maintenance.   

What is being proposed in Gonzales?  

• Support rowhouses on wider lots (22.5 metres wide or greater) throughout Gonzales. Two lots 

would likely need to be consolidated. 

• Rowhouses would follow similar setbacks and heights to surrounding buildings. Height limited to 

1 ½ storeys + basement, or 2 storeys without a basement. Higher heights would be considered if 

there are higher buildings on the surrounding street. 

• Introduce new design standards to ensure rowhouses are compatible with the surrounding 

residential street and homes 

How is this different?  

Currently, rowhouses are supported throughout Gonzales in the Official Community Plan. This strategy 

would narrow the locations where rowhouses are desirable to lots with a minimum width of 22.5 metres 

to ensure adequate space for well-designed buildings, particularly where parking is accessed from the 

front.   

Currently, there are no design standards for rowhouses in Victoria. This strategy would introduce 

setback and height requirements for rowhouses similar to other Gonzales residential zoning, and new 

design guidelines to help townhouses fit with the surrounding streetscape. 

Why is this being proposed?  

We heard interest in encouraging more rowhouses in Gonzales in order to provide more family-friendly 

(3 bedrooms +) housing and more affordable alternatives to single detached housing. Rowhouses are a 

common form of housing in eastern Canada and Europe. 

  



What could this look like?  

 

 

Illustration of four rowhouses 

(1½ storeys with basement) on 

two consolidated lots. 

 

 

Example of a site plan for four 

rowhouses, showing private 

parking in front, and private 

backyards. Front, rear and side 

setbacks are similar to those for 

surrounding residential lots. 

 

 

Examples of rowhouses viewed 

from the street  

 

 

Things to Think About 

Pros:  

• Provides family-friendly housing 

• Provides more ownership opportunities 



• Parking is achieved on site 

• Maintains generous green backyard space 

• Provides more housing on less area, which contributes to compact communities  

• High sustainability performance compared to other models 

 

Cons: 

• Does not provide a mortgage helper 

• Often requires consolidation of two lots 

• Generally does not support retention of existing house  

• Where no lane exists, rowhouses would require front yard parking with access from the street, 

which creates interruptions to the pedestrian experience along the sidewalk and reduces green 

space. Backyard parking is possible if lanes are present. 

 

Other Considerations: 

• Design will depend on the particular site, however future considerations would include privacy, 

proximity to neighbouring development, sunlight access, careful site planning, and more  

•  Requires careful design to maintain character of single-detached streetscape  

 

  



 


